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Question from Mr Birkett

When and how will the Chief Executive of Rochdale Council, 
Mr Steve Rumbelow, provide the Rochdale tax payer with a clear and 
unambiguous explanation of how he intends to fill the onerous and 
clearly full-time responsibilities of the new NHS Clinical Commissioning 
Group role that he was recently voted into, whilst at the same time 
fulfilling the equally onerous full-time responsibilities he is already paid 
some £157,000 for as Chief Executive? And can it also be made clear to 
the public and this Council meeting exactly how much UK taxpayer 
money Mr Rumbelow will be paid for this additional NHS role?"

Page 2

Agenda Item 5



Labour Amendment to the Liberal Democrat motion

It will be moved by Councillor Brett and seconded by Councillor Burke that:

This Council notes that the Rochdale - Oldham Metrolink tram line has had 
problems. There is ongoing dialogue regarding these matters with the Council 
leaders, MPs, Chief Executives, TFGM, GMCA and senior officers in GMP who have 
a shared understanding of the ongoing work to deal with these issues affecting the 
Rochdale & Oldham Line 

Following the meeting in July that Cllr Burke helped to set up, GMP worked with 
TFGM to further enhance the ongoing operation on the Metrolink, under the title 
Operation Infinity. This involved the brigading of existing Travel safe Resources, 
supplemented by other officers drawn from elsewhere in GMP, working alongside 
partners. 

Metrolink also operates their restorative justice programme for young offenders who 
cause   ASB,   this is promoted by GMP   and it is having a positive impact on the 
young people who attend it. 

Council recognises that other tram networks in the UK, such as those in Nottingham 
and in Wolverhampton-Birmingham, operate with on-board conductors, and that the 
merits of having these staff include:

• Increased Revenue Collection as conductors are able to check tickets and 
passes, and collect outstanding fares from passengers on-board the tram

• Improved Passenger Safety as the conductor represents a visible on-board 
presence to deter criminal and anti-social behaviour and can ensure that passengers 
are able to board or alight safely

• Better Customer Service as the conductor can respond in person to 
passenger queries and to requests for assistance, such as aiding passengers with 
disabilities or push-chairs Council notes that these are the same reasons that the 
RMT trades union cites in seeking the retention of guards on trains in its ongoing 
dispute with Northern Rail.

Given the reasons outlined above, and in light of the estimate that £9 million in 
revenue is lost across the Metrolink network in fare evasion, Council believes that 
there is merit in introducing conductors on the Rochdale - Oldham Metrolink tram line 
as a pilot project, and for an evaluation to be conducted after a trial period of 12 
months of its impact, with a view to making conductors permanent should the results 
prove favourable. Council therefore resolves to ask the Chief Executive to write to 
the Chief Executives of Transport for Greater Manchester and Metrolink outlining its 
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position and requesting the introduction of conductors on the Rochdale - Oldham line 
as a pilot.

We call on Metrolink staff to continue their work on cracking down on fare evasion 
everyday by running different operations along this line with the full support from 
Rochdale Council 

In relation to fare evaders in one week alone, over 2600 such offences were 
detected by TFGM staff. Whilst GMP  Travel safe resources will support TFGM staff 
engaged in fare evasion work ,  and as from 1st January 2019 all the customers 
service  staff will be  issuing penalty notices up to the sum of £1000 for littering , 
drinking alcohol , smoking and swearing & ASB while using the Metrolink  , a new 
get tough policy which we welcome here in Rochdale 

Finally may we thank all the travel safe staff Greater Manchester Police and their 
PCSOs CSRs and the Security staff working hard in keeping our network safe 
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Amendment to the Conservative Group motion

To be moved by Councillor Neil Emmott and seconded by Councillor Liam O’Rourke

This Council recognises that everyone has a right to feel safe and secure. However, 
with a marked rise in recorded crime, that right is under threat; more so across 
Greater Manchester when compared with other parts of the country.

We feel that it is our duty as a Council to challenge this and demand from the 
Conservative Government a fairer, more equitable distribution of the overall policing 
budget. The council also demands that the overall budget needs to increase and 
draconian cuts to policing should be reversed. This Council wants our residents 
across the Borough to feel safe. This can only be achieved with the allocation of a 
greater proportion of an increased policing budget to the Greater Manchester 
conurbation. This Council proposes a two-fold approach to addressing the disparity 
in funding compared to the national average and resolves that: 

The Chief Executive will write to the Home Secretary demanding that Greater 
Manchester Police receive an increased percentage of an increased national policing 
budget and, should the Conservative Home Secretary do this, the chief executive 
should formally  write to the Mayor of Greater Manchester to increase the allocation 
of resources to the Borough of Rochdale.

Furthermore we would ask that the Leader of the Council write to our Members of 
Parliament, Tony Lloyd and Liz McInnes, to thank them for pressure they have put 
on the Conservative Government about the wrong, severe and dangerous cuts the 
Government have made to Policing and to ask them to continue in their endeavours 
to change Government Policy on this.
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SUPPLEMENTARY PAPER FOR FULL COUNCIL

12TH DECEMBER 2018

Report of Director of Neighbourhoods

Updated Proposal- Community Centres

Members will recall the previous proposal agreed at Cabinet in October which
proposed that the funding for Community Centres be reduced to zero from 2020/21
onwards.

Having reviewed the proposal and following representations from local communities, it is 
now proposed to amend the proposal for 2020/21 and future years.

The amended proposal is that from 2020/21 onwards, the 14 community centres will
receive approximately 25% of the funding they receive now (total funding for all
centres of £100,000) and will again be able to bid into a transition fund of £93,540.

As a consequence, the proposed amendment will reduce from 2020/21 the recurrent savings 
delivered from this proposal by £100,000 per annum.

The revised saving proposal is as follows -

Budget Community Centres

2019/20 2020/21 Future Years

Budget

Budget Required To Fund

Rochdale Women’s Welfare

14 x Community Centre Grants

Transitional Fund

Savings Proposal

£

405,280

  18,200

193,540

  93,540

100,000

£

305,280

  18,200

 100,000

  93,540

  93,540

£

211,740

  18,200

     100,000

  93,540

      0
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Council Questions – 12th December 2018

QUESTION QUESTION TO QUESTION FROM 
Given the massive uncertainty in international politics and 
the future of the country, can the leader outline what 
contingencies have been made by the Council for whatever 
a post Brexit Britain may bring for Rochdale?

The Leader of the Council and Portfolio Holder for 
Finance – Councillor Brett

Councillor Kelly

How much money was allocated to the GM Mayors Cycling 
Challenge Fund? How Much did we bid for and how much 
did we receive?

The Leader of the Council and Portfolio Holder for 
Finance – Councillor Brett

Councillor Dearnley

In light of the fact that Rochdale has seen the largest 
increase in Greater Manchester in the number of new 
homes being built, can we be assured, going forward, that 
we will protect our Green Belt and prioritise Brownfield 
sites?

Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Planning, 
Development and Housing  - Councillor Daalat Ali

Councillor Sullivan

With the pending announcement of the new housing 
targets being announced through the GMSF in January, 
what percentage of new homes does the portfolio holder 
expect to be affordable, and how does that stack up 
against this years projected figures?

Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Planning, 
Development and Housing -  Councillor Daalat Ali

Councillor Bamford

The children`s oral health programme is said to be working 
well, but when will we have the evidence and outcomes?

Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Health 
and Wellbeing – Councillor Rowbotham

Councillor Sullivan

In the light of the cleaner air campaign and our support of it, 
could you explain why requests for emissions testings are 
repeatedly turned down.  It seems to be a contradiction to 
what the cabinet member states are our intentions

Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Health 
and Wellbeing – Councillor Rowbotham

Councillor Howard
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Council Questions – 12th December 2018

I am pleased to hear about the establishment of a new 
mental health hub.  How are the outcomes of this being 
measured?

Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Health 
and Wellbeing – Councillor Rowbotham

Councillor Howard

At the October meeting we all supported a motion about 
the dangerous use of our roads. Could a verbal update be 
given and could progress be noted in future reports?

The Cabinet Member for Environment  - 
Councillor Neil Emmott

Councillor Taylor

Could a litter campaign be organised throughout the 
Borough?

The Cabinet Member for Environment  - 
Councillor Neil Emmott

Councillor Paolucci-Escobar

Can the portfolio holder lay out his position on Fracking 
within the borough, given that is a licence to operate 
PEDL269/ SD81 has already been granted?

The Cabinet Member for Environment  - 
Councillor Neil Emmott

Councillor Kelly

What are the latest figures with regards to the boroughs 
recycling? Is the rate continuing to improve and what 
position are we in with regards to other GM authorities?

The Cabinet Member for Environment  - 
Councillor Neil Emmott

Councillor Dearnley

Could we have a clear explanation of what happened when 
the system went down for two days.  What extra measures 
are now in place to minimise the risk of this happening 
again?

The Cabinet Member for Resources- Councillor 
Liam O’Rourke

Councillor Paolucci-Escobar

Regarding work force wellbeing, what are the time frames 
for consultation and the launch of the strategy and when 
will we know more details?

The Cabinet Member for Resources- Councillor 
Liam O’Rourke

Councillor Howard

How many potential occupiers to Rochdale’s developing 
shopping and leisure centre are we in consultation with that 
do not have existing businesses in the town?

The cabinet member for Regeneration, Business, 
Skills and Employment - Councillor John Blundell

Councillor Dearnley

In relation to what is being described as Rochdale Indoor The cabinet member for Regeneration, Business, Councillor Stott
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Council Questions – 12th December 2018

market, can we have clear signage to indicate that it is a 
food hall and can it be advertised as such?

Skills and Employment - Councillor John Blundell

Whilst I support organised bonfires and firework displays, 
would the portfolio holder join with me in lobbying the 
government to review its policy on the sale of fireworks?

The Cabinet member for Neighbourhoods, 
Community and Culture – Councillor  Janet 
Emsley

Councillor Paolucci-Escobar

Can an explanation be given as to why the 2 minute 
silence in Milnrow was not observed at 11am on 
Remembrance Day?

The Cabinet member for Neighbourhoods, 
Community and Culture – Councillor  Janet 
Emsley

Councillor Deanley

What is going to happen to the pop up memorial garden in 
the town centre?

Chair of Rochdale Township- Councillor Sultan Ali Councillor Smith
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